
SMART TIPS TO HELP YOU SAVE
From the middle class to millionaires, everyone feels a few dollars short of comfort at times. But 
more money won’t necessarily solve financial difficulties. Develop strong money management 
skills and take charge of your money. Whether you are saving for a major purchase or for your 
retirement, you may never reach your goals unless you make saving a priority.

Commit to Your Goals
Setting goals provides a mechanism for overriding the impulse to buy things that are not as 
important. Writing down your goals will help you prioritize spending when it comes time to map 
out your plan. It’s never too late to see your financial goals manifest.  Start today and commit to 
accomplishing your goals.
 
Create a Spending Plan or Budget
So many times, we try to keep our budgets in our heads. However, only what you pen is 
permanent. Write out a plan and allocate your money accordingly. Money without a vision will 
vanish.  Get exact about how you are spending your money and know how your fixed expenses 
and flexible expenses impact your budget. 

Track Spending
The only way to plug the leak is to know where the leak is.  Almost everyone can usually account 
for most of their spending with a cursory overview of their finances. But sometimes money just 
seems to disappear.  Take some time and try to follow everything you spend.  Write it down and 
by the end of the month you’ll know where almost all of your money goes.  It’s important.  

Automate Savings with Direct Deposit 
To combat sluggish savings, earmark a certain percentage or dollar amount for a savings 
account. Start small to get into the routine of saving regularly.  

Have your direct deposit split between your checking and savings accounts.  Set up special 
savings accounts like a Christmas Club.  At Adventure, you can set up a variety of craft 
accounts, or sub share accounts, and title them to fit your needs, like a Vacation account, 
Escrow account, Education account – whatever you need to help you accomplish your savings 
goals.  When you’re getting started, it’s more important that you get in the habit of saving rather 
than that you save a lot.  By splitting your direct deposit, it’s a great start. 

Use windfalls and raises to jump-start savings as well. Got a raise at work? Put that money 
toward savings. Funnel at least half of that newfound income into savings



Tools 
There are many ways to help you track your money like mobile banking apps, online banking, 
alerts, and more.  With tools like alerts, you can schedule an alert to see when a deposit, 
withdrawal, or debit card has been used.  Check out your options at Adventure Credit Union 
and take advantage of all the tools to help you take charge of your money.      

Set up Automatic Bill Pay
Arrange for your bills to be paid electronically through your online Bill Pay service at Adventure.  
Your Bill Pay service is free here which means you can eliminate the cost of postage while 
insuring your payments are on time with no late fees.

Set Reminders to Check your Budget
People have the best of intentions, then life intervenes.  If you’re vowing to stay on track with 
your budget, you need to touch base with it on a regular basis. Set an auto reminder on your 
phone or tablet to check it. You can populate the calendar throughout the year with weekly 
or biweekly reminders. When you sit down and review your budget, you put the power in your 
hands.

Create a Cash Cushion
Financial surprises or unexpected expenses can throw you for a loop. Having a little extra 
money on hand can help.  Make a commitment to increase the amount you set aside in your 
savings account by at least 5%. That amount is attainable and, chances are, you won’t miss it. 
With a cash cushion in a savings account, you can cover those unexpected bills.

Choose to Build Wealth
Make your focus achieving financial freedom.  When you feel yourself wanting to make an 
impulse buy, think of all choices you will be giving yourself down the road by saving now.   
Make savings a habit.


